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Are You and Your Spouse Not Getting Along?

Are you and your spouse not getting along?

The foundation upon which you build your marriage relationship is a mutually
agreeable and mutually binding plan. That’s what makes marriage successful. It’s
not a “tingle”; it’s a lifetime commitment. It’s not competition; it’s cooperation.

Is your partnership built on this foundation? You can measure the strength of your
marriage by Paul’s instructions in 1 Corinthians 1:10 where he says, “I beseech you
brethren, by the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing,
and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in
the same mind and in the same judgment.”

Just as teammates have to go into a game with the same plan, you and your partner
must approach your marriage, not with the attitude of “me vs. you,” but with the
attitude of being fully committed to the same plan.

“That sounds good,” you say, “but what happens when something happens and I find
myself confronted by a stalemate, me on one side and my partner on the other?”

If you’'re preoccupied with your partner’s choices because you feel your serenity,
your peace, your joy, and your love are determined by those choices, you will
struggle in the midst of a stalemate. You will find yourself exhibiting a selfish,
antagonistic, competitive spirit.

However, if you access the Spirit of God, letting Him fill your heart with love, no
matter what your partner does, you will exude a loving spirit. Your attitude will be
cooperative, instead of competitive, because you have accessed the love of God.

When you are faced with difficulties in your marriage, you’ll be able to submit
yourself to God’s will, which, according to Ephesians 5:22-23 teaches, “Wives,
submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the
head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church: and he is the savior of the
body” (KJV).

The husband’s relationship to his wife must be the same as Jesus’ relationship to the
church. His first responsibility is the well being of his wife - to help her become the
finest, loveliest, best woman she could possibly be. When a husband leads the
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partnership in this way, with both partners’ attitudes established by the Spirit of
God, the marriage will be satisfying for both individuals and they will be content and
happy in the marriage.

Take a step . ..

You don’t have to have issues that go on and on. Are you willing to come to grips
with the fact that you need to eliminate your spirit of selfishness and approach your
relationship in a spirit of cooperation? Confess to God your need for his leadership
in your life. Find one opportunity today to express to your spouse your new desire to
have an attitude of cooperation.
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